
Hammett (HB 1203) Act No. 396

New law revises prior law provisions regulating engineers and land surveyors
as follows:

(1) Changes the name of the board from the State Board of Registration for
Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors to the Louisiana
Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board.

(2) Changes the terms "registrant", "registered", "registration" and
"certificate of registration" to "licensee", "licensed", "licensure", and
"license" everywhere they appear throughout the Chapter.

(3) Changes the composition of the special committee assigned to hear
public testimony concerning the removal of a board member from - an
engineer appointed by the president of the Louisiana Engineering
Society, the dean of the College of Engineering at Tulane, and the dean
of the College of Engineering at LSU - to an engineer or land surveyor
appointed by the presidents of their respective professional
organization and two deans from Louisiana colleges of engineering that
have ABET approved curricula to be chosen by the board.

(4) Requires the board's official seal to be affixed to all licenses issued.

(5) Requires the Rules of Professional Conduct for Professional Engineers
and Land Surveyors to be made known in writing to every applicant for
licensure, licensee, and certificate holder.  Allows the board to revise
the rules in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act and
requires notification to every licensee and certificant in writing or by
notice in the office journal of the board.

(6) Allows the board by rule to create license or renewal status, including
inactive and retired classifications.

(7) Gives the board 60 days instead of 15 within which to issue a license
to a corporation after the corporation files the required documents.

(8) Requires applicants to be graduates of engineering curriculum approved
by the board as being of satisfactory standing.

(9) Allows an applicant for licensure as a professional engineer to be a
certified engineer intern or an individual who meets the qualifications
of a certified engineer intern.  Allows an applicant for licensure as a
professional land surveyor to be a certified land surveyor intern or an
individual who meets the qualifications of a certified land surveyor
intern.

(10) Requires continuing "professional development" instead of "education".

(11) Allows the board to refuse to renew or revoke a license or certificate,
reprimand, place on probation and fine any licensee or certificant for
certain existing law actions, including the refusal of a licensing
authority of another state to issue or renew a license upon a finding that
the person has engaged in the unlicensed practice of engineering or
surveying, or upon the declaration of insanity or incompetence by a
competent court.

(12) Allows the board to make informal disposition by consent order,
agreement, settlement, or default of any adjudication pending before it.
Requires ratification by the board at its next regular meeting.



(13) Allows the board to establish a complaint committee to investigate,
mediate, or initiate administrative or legal proceedings on behalf of the
board with respect to complaints filed with or information received by
the board alleging or indicating the unauthorized practice of
engineering or land surveying or a violation.  Requires the complaint
committee to consist of at least one member of the board.

(14) Allows the board to designate a hearing committee to hear complaints
within 12 instead of six months.  Requires the board to notify the
person or corporation charged with a violation if the charges are
unfounded, more appropriately resolved outside the formal disciplinary
proceeding, or not within the jurisdiction of the board.

(15) Requires final disciplinary action to be published in the official journal
of the board and allows release to other professional organizations
relating to professional engineering and land surveying or to the news
media.  Requires any charges found to be unfounded or resolved
outside of formal disciplinary action to be published in the official
journal of the board if requested in writing by the person or corporation
charged.

(16) Adds to existing law violations the use or attempt to use of a seal by a
nonlicensee that is deceptively similar to the seals authorized by the
board for use by licensees, the use of the words "engineer" or
"engineering" or "land surveyor" or "land surveying" in the name of a
business or activity except as licensed, the practice or offer to practice
when not qualified and falsely claiming licensure under the Chapter.

(17) Allows the board to assess all reasonable costs incurred in connection
with disciplinary proceedings.

(18) Specifies that all rules and regulations of the board adopted prior to
August 15, 1999, shall be and remain in effect without readoption.

(19) Deletes out-of-date provisional language no longer needed.

Effective August 15, 1999.

(Amends  R.S. 37:681, 682(2), (4), (6) and (8)-(11), 683(A), (B)(1), and (C),
684, 686, 687(A), 688(A) and (B), 689(B) and (C), 690(B) and (D), 691, 692,
693, 694(A)(1) and (B), 696(A), 697, 697.1, 698(A)(intro.para.), (1), (3), (7),
and (9), (C), (E), and (F), 699, 700(A), (C)(2), and (D), 701(A)-(E), (G), and
(I)(1), 702(2), and 703; Adds R.S. 37:688(E), 698(A)(14), and 702(6); Repeals
R.S. 37:698(B))


